When we went down Hopping,
Hopping down in Kent - 2012

Yet more memories of Hopping down in Kent by
residents and staff of Tower Hamlets Community
Housing produced to celebrate the 2012 THCH Hop
Festival in Cable Street, Shadwell
Sponsored by Olli Construction

Foreward
Once
again
I
am
delighted to be writing the
Foreward for the THCH
souvenir Hop Festival
Booklet. I know how
much the booklet is
enjoyed by its readers
every year.
As I have said before the
THCH Hop Festival in
Shadwell is always one of
the highlights of the year.
Jim Fitzpatrick MP
This year is the Sixth
at the 2010 THCH Hop Festival
Annual Hop Festival;
where have all the years
gone! It seems like only yesterday, when my predecessor, Mildred Gordon
opened Thirza House in 2006 when Mike Tyrrell explained that as part of the
development, THCH promised to build a hop garden in the courtyard for not only
the new residents of Thirza House but also the blocks in Devonport Street and
Cable Street that surrounded the courtyard, and in addition it was to be the venue
for an annual Hop Festival.
The Hop Festival is such an enjoyable day not only because there is always
plenty to eat and drink, or the fact that there is a live band; but because I love to
hear the fond memories that East Enders have of the hard work they put in, to
earn some welcome money and have a bit of a break in the Kentish countryside.
In producing yet another booklet of East Enders photographs and memories of
the years that they spent in Kent to add to those that was produced in 2008, 2010
and 2011, THCH have made yet another great contribution to the historical
record of East End life and culture.
This booklet is really welcome and I hope everyone enjoys reading it as much as
I have done.

Jim Fitzpatrick
MP for Poplar & Limehouse

Photos from the 2011 THCH Hop Festival
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Introduction
Today is our sixth Annual Festival and it all
started as an idea for residents to get
together from all of THCH's estates to
have a bit of fun and remember when they
spent September hop picking in Kent. It
has now become the biggest community
event in Shadwell and THCH are proud to
be involved with something that brings our
residents from Bethnal Green and
Shadwell together as well as others from
Roger Booth
neighbouring estates in Stepney that
THCH have built up a warm relationship with over the years.
In the 2008 booklet, Mike Tyrrell our Chief Executive explains what hopping was
all about. If you would like a copy of that booklet or the follow up booklets from
2008, 2010 and 2011, they are still available, just contact the THCH Community
Development team. At each of our festivals we have had an exhibition of old
hopping photos and at this year's festival we have an even bigger exhibition. In
the week commencing 24th September 2012, the exhibition will be on show at our
offices at 285 Commercial Road, Stepney, London E1 2PS. We are always
looking for more photos to add to the exhibition. If you have any you can add to
our collection of hop picking photographs please contact Rene Poole on 020
7780 3076, and Rene can make an appointment for you to come in so that she
can copy the photographs while you wait.
The new photographs for this year’s booklet have in the main come from five
families and we are very grateful to them: the late Kit Ayres formerly Webber who
passed away in October 2011 and lived here in Cable Street overlooking the Hop
Garden; the late Charlie Cushway a lifelong Limehouse resident who died in
November 2011; Margie Locke formerly Brownlow who lives in Shadwell; Cathy
Forrester formerly Cadden who lives in Spitalfields and Joyce Mason formerly
Oschmann.

Photos from the 2011 THCH Hop Festival

Photos from the 2011 THCH Hop Festival
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Finally I would like to thank Dean Hollington from Olli Construction who is
sponsoring this year’s event.
I hope that you enjoy yourselves and that this souvenir booklet helps to remind
you not only of the 2012 Hop Festival but also of many years of hard work and
good times in the Kentish countryside.
Roger Booth
Chair, Tower Hamlets Community Housing
12th September 2012

Photos from the 2011 THCH Hop Festival
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Photos from the 2011 THCH Hop Festival
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A word from our Sponsors – Olli Construction
Olli Construction are proud to be sponsoring the
2012 Hop Festival. Last year’s event was
wonderful and I am sure that those who also
attended have fond memories of what turned out
to be a happy carefree afternoon.
Olli Construction has worked with THCH for
nearly eleven years. We are currently carrying
out day to day repairs. We are very proud of the
work we have carried out over the years and
were delighted to be asked to sponsor THCH’s
flagship community event, as Olli Construction
like to make a commitment to the communities in
which we work.
My own family are from Canning Town, but like
most people from that area, they were originally
from Stepney and all went hop picking. I therefore
know what hop picking means to East Enders
and I am very proud to be involved with THCH’s
2012 Hop Festival.

Dean Hollington of Olli
Construction at the
2011 Hop Festival

Dean Hollington
Managing Director, Olli Construction
12th September 2012

Mumin Ali, Tim O‟Flaherty, John Lau, Thaine Wilson & Anne Ambrose who
are some of THCH‟s Board & Committee Members at the 2011 Hop Festival
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Please note that in all the following photographs
all the women are referred to in their single name,
as is common practice in the East End.

The hop gardens at Crow Plain Farm, Collier Street, Kent in July 2011. This farm is
one of the few remaining hop farms in Kent. Hop farming reached its peak in 1878
with 31,000 hectares (77,000 acres) of land in Kent being used to grow the crop.
By 2003, only 1,200 hectares (3,000 acres) of land in Kent was still used to
grow hops. The number of hop fields in Kent is increasing once more owing
to the growth in the number of micro-breweries producing real ales. Wouldn‟t
it be lovely if we could all have the chance to go hop picking one more time?
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Arthur Gray, Mag Day, Kitty Pyburn, Bert Leech and Mrs Coates outside the huts at
Highwood‟s Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent,
where many families from Stepney went picking.
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This is Kate Milchard from Martha Street in Shadwell with her family at Guinness‟
Northland‟s Farm at Bodiam In Sussex in 1947 with Margie Brownlow to the rear, Charlie
Brownlow to the left and Mary Brownlow to the right. In front are Terry, Keith, Peter and
Terry Brownlow. You can see the huts in the background.
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Arthur Gray (1924-1974), known as Ike Gray in the hop gardens at Highwood‟s Farm
(also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent,
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Sally Simper and Rose Bates in the Hop Gardens at Paisley Farm, Staplehurst, Kent
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Emma Mason formerly Bates, Rosie Simper formerly Bates
in the Orchard near the hop huts at Paisley Farm, Staplehurst, Kent
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Carol Ayres, Theresa Webber, Sam Webber, Flo Webber, Kit Webber and her husband Harry Ayres
in the hop gardens at Diamond Place Farm (also known as Honey‟s Farm), Nettlestead, Kent.
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On the common at Jack Thompsett‟s Farm at Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in Kent in the 1960s
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George Silor, Tom Pyburn to the left and Ginger Downey on the right outside the huts at Highwood‟s Farm (also
known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent, where many families from Stepney went picking.
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Cathy Cadden, John Cadden (also known as Johnny McLaughlin), Billy Mason and
Tommy Flexen outside the huts in Yalding, Kent
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Johnnie & Ivy Roe outside the Royal Engineers in Collier Street, Kent.
Page 16 of 48

Someone having a rest of the edge of the bin in the hop gardens at Highwood‟s Farm
(also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent.
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Cathy Forrester formerly Cadden, Joyce Daly formerly Cadden and Charlotte Cadden
outside the farmer‟s house at Paisleys Farm, Staplehurst, Kent
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Maggie Gray, Johnnie Roe on the bike with Albert Bradshaw in the background outside
the Royal Engineers in Collier Street, Kent, which was the nearest pub to Highwood‟s
Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), which is sadly no longer a pub.
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The Royal Engineers in Collier Street, Kent in July 2011, now a private house.
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The hop gardens at Highwood‟s Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent, where many families
from Stepney went picking. Collier Street is a Village between Yalding and Horsmonden.
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Maggie Cushway & Rene Outram from Limehouse at the back of the huts at Jack Thompsett‟s Farm
at Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in Kent in 1980. Notice the breeze block cookhouse in the background.
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At the back to the left under the umbrella is Jackie Silor, with Kitty Gray (1920-1975) in front of her, Alice Gray (1918-2001),
Patty Seach and Mag Day (1893-1960) on the right with Unknown, Joyce Oschmann and Unknown
to the front in the hop gardens at Highwoods Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent
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This is outside the huts at Cronk‟s Farm, Nettlestead in 1989, with Mary Brownlow,
Kate Milchard and Kevin Locke in the front row.
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Outside the huts at Highwood‟s Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent
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The three Bates sisters who originated from Quaker Street in Spitalfields and who lived on the Berner Estate,
Rosie Simper formerly Bates, Charlotte Kohl formerly Bates and Emma Mason formerly Bates
outside the hop huts at Paisley Farm, Staplehurst, Kent
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In the hop gardens at Highwood‟s Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent
Page 27 of 48

On the common at Jack Thompsett‟s Farm at Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in Kent 1974; the strange “shelter”
was built by Charlie Cushway so you had somewhere to sit by the fire when it was raining.
The summer of 2012 certainly required a number of these in gardens up and down the land!!!
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Mag Day (1893-1960) in the centre outside the huts at Highwood‟s Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent
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The former huts at Highwood‟s Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent in 2011. On the left where the
corrugated tin is, was a row of corrugated tin huts facing the brick ones to the right.

Page 30 of 48

Unknown, Unknown and Patty Seach outside the Royal Engineers in Collier Street, Kent,
which was the nearest pub to Highwood‟s Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm).
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Charlie Outram, home on leave from doing National Service outside the Kent Arms, formerly known as The New Inn, which
was next to Jack Thompsett‟s Farm at Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in Kent in 1980.
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Mag Day (1893-1960) to the left at the back in the hop gardens with other at Highwood‟s Farm
(also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent in 1938.
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Margie Gorst, Stevie Gardiner, Charlie Cushway, Audrey Featherstone and Stella Hadley on the common at
Jack Thompsett‟s Farm at Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in Kent in the 1960s. Notice to the left at the back of the photo one of
those infamous hopping toilets, which to the uninitiated was basically a small corrugated tin hut over a hole in the ground!!!
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Harry Ayres with his wife Kit Webber in the hop gardens at
Diamond Place Farm (also known as Honey‟s Farm), Nettlestead, Kent.
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A day trip during Hopping on the back of a lorry. In the back row are: Tommy White, Wag Outram, George Outram, Charlie
Outram, Kate Reed, Unknown, Tilly Ray, Kate Day, Stella Farino & Mary Pyburn. Middle Row: Joanna Outram, Jimmy Apps, Terry
Outram, Patsy Outram, Margie Gorst and Richard Pyburn. Front Row: Kitty Outram, Christine Outram, Margaret Howson, Bobby
Howson, Cathy Outram, Rene Outram, Drewie Day and Elaine Howson.
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Michael Tyrrell, Charlie Cushway, Jimmy Maher and Charlie Thorpe in the hop gardens at Jack Thompsett‟s Farm
at Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in Kent in September 1980.
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Kit Webber with her Aunt Mary, her Dad Sam Webber and her Mum Emmie Rist
in the hop gardens at Diamond Place Farm (also known as Honey‟s Farm), Nettlestead, Kent.
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Charlie Cushway in the foreground outside the huts at Jack Thompsett‟s Farm
at Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in Kent in the 1960s. This picture was not
taken at hopping time but on a beano from the Kings Arms in Commercial Road,
known locally as Montys. Presumably they ended up outside huts in the afternoon
as then the pubs shut at 2.30pm and they needed somewhere to hang out
until the pubs opened again later that evening.
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Mrs Coates & Mag Day (1893-1960) on the back of the motor bike outside the Royal Engineers
pub which was close to Highwood‟s Farm, Collier Street, Kent
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Michael Tyrrell (hidden by the bines) and Charlie Cushway in the hop gardens
at Jack Thompsett‟s Farm at Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in Kent in September 1980
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Lal Outram (1902-1986), Wag Outram (1905-1980) & Mary Day (1905-1965) on the common
at Jack Thompsett‟s Farm at Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in Kent in 1955.
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Emmie Rist, Theresa Webber, Kit Webber and Eileen Ayres
in the hop gardens at Diamond Place Farm (also known as Honey‟s Farm), Nettlestead, Kent.
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Charlie Cushway (hidden by the bines) and Mike Tyrrell in the hop gardens
at Jack Thompsett‟s Farm at Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in Kent in September 1980
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John Creasey writes this
is my Nan, Sarah „Sal‟
Creasey is sitting in the
middle. She was a widow,
twice by this time and I
don‟t know who the men
are. Her Maiden name
was Bartlett, her second
Husband was Ernest Ring
but she still used the
Creasey name. My Aunt
Win is partly hidden by
the hop bine. I use to go
with my Nan every year to
a farm in Kent.
We had tin huts with
corrugated roofs that
sounded like hell when it
rained. It was a good
excuse to go to the pub
up the road which
strangely we seemed to
do even when it wasn‟t
raining. Even in those
days, 55 years ago,
children were allowed in the pub. I remember collecting fagots to cook outside the hut, filling the mattress with hay or
straw and the blackberry trips that always saw me returning with a stained top and a clip from my Nan. My Nan was a big
lady and I remember many times waking up in the morning with very little room on my side of the straw mattress! Things
don‟t change much.
We used to travel down from Kings Cross in a furniture van with other families. Her close friend Lilly Hutchins had a fruit
and veg stall that they filled up at their house in Keystone Crescent and then wheeled down to the corner with Caledonian
Road. Many a day I helped Jim, her husband push the barrow down the crescent. They used to come down to „hopping‟
for the day, usually in a fancy car they had hired for the day. They bought lots of fruit and veg with them and returned
home very drunk but of course those days the drink drive laws were slightly more relaxed.
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Reg Beer writes this is me on a tractor at "our farm," otherwise known as Hones Farm, Marden, Kent.
September, 1959. Keeping an eye out for the School Board man, since I should have been back at
Hay Currie School (now Langdon Park School) in Poplar for the Autumn Term! Mike Tyrrell adds that
Reg should have known better as he ended up a teacher at St Paul‟s Way School!!
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Charlie Cushway
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