When we went down Hopping,
Hopping down in Kent - 2011

Even more memories of Hopping down in Kent by
residents and staff of Tower Hamlets Community
Housing produced to celebrate the 2011 THCH
Hop Festival in Cable Street, Shadwell.
Sponsored by Olli Construction

Foreword
The THCH Hop Festival
in Shadwell is always one
of the highlights of the
year.
I make every effort to
attend
a
range
of
wonderful events that are
held
all
over
my
constituency every year
to
meet
as
many
residents as possible.
The Hop Festival is such
an enjoyable day not only Jim Fitzpatrick MP with Bernie Parmenter from
Cable Street at the 2010 THCH Hop Festival
because there is always
plenty of food to eat and
drink, or the fact that there is a live band; but because I love to hear the fond
memories that East Enders have of the hard work they put in, to earn some
welcome money and have a bit of a break in the Kentish countryside.
At the opening of Thirza House in 2006, Mike Tyrrell, explained that as part of the
Thirza House development, THCH promised to build a hop garden in the
courtyard for not only the new residents of Thirza House but also the blocks in
Devonport Street and Cable Street that surrounded the courtyard, and in addition
it was to be the venue for an annual Hop Festival. Today is THCH’s fifth Hop
Festival and I am delighted to be a guest every year.
In producing yet another booklet of East Enders photographs and memories of
the years that they spent in Kent to add to those that was produced in 2008 and
2010, THCH have made yet another great contribution to the historical record of
East End life and culture.
This booklet is really welcome and I hope everyone enjoys reading it as much as
I have done.
Jim Fitzpatrick
MP for Poplar & Limehouse

Photos from the 2010 THCH Hop Festival
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Introduction
Today is our fifth Annual Festival and it all
started as an idea for residents to get
together from all of THCH's estates to
have a bit of fun and remember when they
spent September hop picking in Kent.
It has now become the biggest community
event in Shadwell and THCH are proud to
be involved with something that brings our
residents from Bethnal Green Spitalfields
and Shadwell together as well as others
from neighbouring estates in Stepney that
THCH has built up a warm relationship
with over the years.
At the first Hop Festival that was held in
2007 we had a wonderful exhibition of old
hopping photographs provided by the
Stepney Historical Trust. THCH residents
who were present, told us how much they
enjoyed the exhibition and that they had
some old hopping photographs tucked
away indoors, that others may find
interesting.

John Lau at the
2010 THCH Hop Festival

This led to further exhibitions in 2008, 2009 and 2010, as well as the production
of the 2008 & 2010 souvenir booklets. In the 2008 booklet, Mike Tyrrell our Chief
Executive explains what hopping was all about. If you would like a copy of that
booklet or the follow up booklet in 2010, they are available on our website, or you
can contact our Community Development team. At this year's festival we have an
even bigger exhibition, and in the week commencing 19th September 2011, the
exhibition will be on show at our offices at 285 Commercial Road, Stepney,
London E1 2PS.
We are always looking for more photos to add to the exhibition. If you have any
to add to our collection, please contact Rene Poole on 020 7780 3076.
The new photographs for this year’s exhibition have in the main come from four
families and we are very grateful to them: Margie Locke formerly Brownlow who
lives in Shadwell; June Berry formerly Baker who lives in Stepney; and Cathy
Forrester formerly Cadden who lives in Spitalfields and Joyce Mason formerly
Oschmann.

Photos from the 2010 THCH Hop Festival
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Finally I would like to thank Dean Hollington from Olli Construction who are
sponsoring this year’s event.
I hope that you enjoy yourselves and that this souvenir booklet helps to remind
you not only of the 2011 Hop Festival but also of many years of hard work and
good times in the Kentish countryside.
John Lau
Chair, Tower Hamlets Community Housing
7th September 2011

Photos from the 2010 THCH Hop Festival

Photos from the 2010 THCH Hop Festival

Photos from the 2010 THCH Hop Festival

Photos from the 2010 THCH Hop Festival
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A word from our Sponsors – Olli Construction
Olli Construction has worked with THCH for
nearly ten years. We are currently working with
THCH in building some new homes on the
Avebury East Estate and in carrying out day to
day repairs.
We are very proud of the work we have carried
out over the years and were delighted to be
asked to sponsor THCH’s flagship community
event, as Olli Construction like to make a
commitment to the communities in which we
work.
My own family are from Canning Town, but like
most people from that area, they were originally
from Stepney.
They all went Hop Picking and my Great Aunt Iris
met her husband Dennis Young when they went
hop picking.

Dean Hollington of Olli
Construction

My in-laws the Conn family from Stepney always went hop picking and they also
did fruit picking. I therefore know what hop picking means to East Enders and I
am very proud to be involved with THCH’s 2011 Hop Festival.
Dean Hollington
Managing Director, Olli Construction
7th September 2011

Dean Hollington & Mike Tyrrell in the Cable Street Hop Garden in 2011
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Bill Brownlow (1924-2006)
The following poems on hop picking were written by Bill Brownlow, whose family
hailed from Martha Street, Shadwell, and have been included in this booklet with
kind permission by his sister Margie Locke, formerly Brownlow.

Pull No More Bines
The hop fields are now silent
The songs of joy are done
The laughter floats on the wind
Died with the setting sun.
No more make believe young lads
No more fairy land
No more catching dragons boys
Time’s tide has washed the sand.
Bill Brownlow
signing a copy of
his poem at
Cobtree Farm,
Maidstone in 2005
and below at
Whitbread’s Farm,
Beltring in 2004

No more gypsy camp fires kids
No more buried treasure
No naked swimming in the stream
Those days are gone forever.
No bird nesting, or rabbit hunts
No more climbing trees
No more falling in the brook
Bring back those old days, please.
No more we’ll hear the night birds song
No more the cuckoo’s call
No more the song thrush on his post
Old time has stilled them all.
No scented morning’s after rain
No skylarks climbing high
No woodsmoke hanging in the air
Bring back those days gone by.
We’ll see no more the poke wagon
We’ll hear no more the cry
Hops ready – hops ready
Adieu! the days gone by.
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In September
In September,
like a moth,
I am irresistibly drawn back to the hop fields of
Kent.
I wander along the country lanes picking a few
blackberries here,
some hazelnuts there,
have a refreshing drink from the spring,
and scrump the odd “oppin apple” to complete
the feast.
Then a leisurely stroll down memory lane,
through the hop drifts,
and, with my eyes closed for a moment,
savour their incense.

Bill Brownlow
above picking
hops and below
outside the
reconstructed
huts at Cobtree
Farm, Maidstone
in 2005

I am transported back to my childhood days
“dahn ‘oppin”.
At night I shall build myself a fire of apple logs in
the meadow,
and, as they crackle and burn,
with the scented wood smoke winding lazily
upwards,
a glass in my hand,
and the night birds’ song to fill my heart,
I shall ask myself:
“Was there ever a more contended man?”
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Our Trip to Maynard’s Farm, Matfield
& Hayle Farm, Horsmonden in May 2011
A number of THCH residents
were treated to a day trip to Kent
on Saturday 7th May, stopping off
for a picnic lunch at Maynard’s
Farm in Matfield before visiting
the hop fields at Hayle Farm in
Horsmonden.
The trip had been organised after
Kent resident, Teresa Wickham,
saw one of our annual Hopping
Booklets and recognised her
farm from one of the photos.

THCH residents at
Maynard’s Farm in 2011

Teresa contacted THCH and invited a group of residents down for the day.
Everyone at THCH and all the residents who attended wish to thank Teresa and
her husband Robin for her hospitality and for opening her gardens and arranging
the trip to the hop farm. Likewise Clive and Mary Edmed from Hayle Farm were
great hosts and answered a barrage of questions about current hop farming
methods. Clive gave us some hop plants for our hop garden in Shadwell that
were planted by Rita Brown on her return.
As part of the trip Teresa arranged for Mike Tyrrell to be interviewed by Matthew
Davies from BBC Radio Kent. To listen to Mike's interview with Matthew Davies
recorded during the day trip, along with images of our hop festivals and old
hopping photos supplied by THCH staff and residents we have created a short
video; visit www.youtube.com and enter “hopping memories” in the search field.

Photos from the 2011 THCH trip to Maynard’s Farm & Hayle Farm

Photos from the 2011 THCH trip to Maynard’s Farm & Hayle Farm
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Diamond Jubilee Celebrations in 2012
2012 is not only the year the Olympic
Games come to London, but the 60th
anniversary of Her Majesty becoming
Queen.
Over the years there have been a
number of street parties in the East End
and as part of the Diamond Jubilee
celebrations, THCH plan to hold an
exhibition of photos from such events.
Therefore have you got any photos of
1977 Silver Jubilee Fancy Dress
street parties we can copy for the Competition on the Locksley Estate
exhibition? Did you attend a VE party in
in Limehouse
1945 or a 1935 Silver Jubilee Party for
King George V? Have you got any photos from street parties held for the Royal
Wedding in 1981? If you have any such photographs please contact Rene Poole
on 020 7780 3076; and Rene can make an appointment for you to come in so
that she can copy the photographs will you wait.
Only once before has Britain held a Diamond Jubilee celebration; back in 1897
for Queen Victoria. Please help us celebrate another bit of East End history when
we hold our exhibition in the week commencing Monday 28th May 2012. The
exhibition will be on show at our offices at 285 Commercial Road, London E1
2PS.

1953 Coronation Party in Kirks Place, Limehouse
Have you got any similar pictures for our Diamond Jubilee exhibition?
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Please note that in all the following photographs
all the women are referred to in their single name,
as is common practice in the East End.

This photo was taken at Buston Manor Farm, Yalding Kent in 1938. It shows the family of
Bill Brownlow and Kate Milchard (1904-1992) who married in 1922 and lived in Martha
Street, Shadwell. Bill was a Master Builder. In the back row are Mary Brownlow, Kate
Milchard holding Terry Brownlow & Billy Brownlow. In the front row are Margie Brownlow,
Charlie Brownlow, and Kate’s Mum, Kate Carey.
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Patty Seach outside the huts at Highwood’s Farm
(also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent
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Guinness’ Northland’s Farm at Bodiam In Sussex in 1950 with Margie Brownlow
and Charlie Brownlow in the back row and Keith Brownlow, Kate Milchard
& Terry Brownlow to the front.
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To the front are Richard Pyburn and Patty Seach from Kirks Place, Limehouse, in the
hop gardens at Highwood’s Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent

The young girl to the front in the centre is Joan Downs, with Rose Simper with the bag to the left of her,
then Alfie Kohl holding the baby, Stella Kohl in the wellingtons and Sally Simper, at London Bridge
waiting to catch the “Hoppers Special” at London Bridge station.
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Terry & Margie Brownlow at Guinness’ Northland’s Farm at Bodiam In Sussex in 1949.

Mary Pyburn (1925-1997) second on the left with friends probably in the hop
gardens at Highwood’s Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent
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Bill Brownlow, Margie Brownlow, Terry Brownlow and Kate Milchard to the rear with
Keith Brownlow and Kevin Locke to the front Guinness’ Northland’s Farm at Bodiam In
Sussex in 1958. Guinness first bought land at Bodiam to grow hops for their brewery in
1905 and at its peak 800 acres were devoted to hop growing.
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John Cadden (also known as Johnny McLaughlin) with his daughters Joyce and
Charlotte outside the huts at Paisley Farm, Staplehurst, Kent.
John worked as warehouseman in The Highway at Gunsons and
at the time the family lived Forbes Street, Stepney.
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Margie Brownlow from Sheridan House on the Tarling East Estate and her Mum Kate Milchard at Whitbreads
Farm in Beltring, Kent in 1967. These huts were two stories high. The children playing outside left to right are:
Timmy Kaylor, Chrissy Locke, Terry Locke, Sean Locke, Linda Locke & Kevin Locke.

Annie Bartlett, Rosie Bartlett, Ron Palmer (snr), Ron Palmer (jnr) and Mr & Mrs Bartlett
In the hop gardens at Mercers Farm, Five Oak Green, Kent
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The Bates family from Stepney outside the huts at Paisley Farm, Staplehurst, Kent
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Charlie Protheroe (1931-2007), Wag Outram (1905-1980), Tom Pyburn (1902-1964) and Richard Pyburn from
Limehouse on the common at Highwood’s Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent
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Margie Brownlow with two of her grandchildren in her garden at her home in The
Highway, Shadwell in c1989 with hops growing on the wall behind her and the bin she
bought from the farmer when hop picking finished.

Souvenir programme from the 1975 East Peckham Hop Festival in 1975.
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Mary Holland, Kathleen Baker, Sharon Baker, Mary Taylor & Charlie Baker outside the huts
at Park Farm, Bodiam, East Sussex

The Brownlow and Locke Families from Shadwell at Whitbread’s Farm, Beltring in 1969

Kate Milchard with five of her Great Grandchildren outside her hut at Cronk’s Farm Nettlestead in c1987. When hopping finished
on the farm, the family rented their hut from the farmer for £60 a year. The Great Grandchildren pictured are Terry Pyke with
Michael Locke in front of him, Craig Pyke standing behind Kate, David Locke on Kate’s lap and Gemma Pyke to the right.
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Dennis Taylor, Mary Holland, Kathleen Baker, Sharon Baker & Mary Taylor outside the huts at Park Farm, Bodiam, East Sussex
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Richard Pyburn, Mag Day (1893-1960), Patty Seach and Kitty Gray (1920-1975) from Kirks Place, Limehouse
in the hop gardens at Highwoods Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent.

Page 29 of 48

Sharon Baker & Charlie Baker outside the huts at Park Farm, Bodiam, East Sussex
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This picture was taken at Cronk’s Farm in Nettlestead Kent. After picking become mechanization the hop bines were
transported back to a machine shed next the Oast House and they were cramped onto a mechanised chain which took the
bines into a machine that knocked the hops and the leaves onto a conveyor belt . These ladies’ job was to pick out the leaves
so that the conveyor belt contained only hops to go into a poke and which were the in turn taken to the Oast House for drying.
Pictured are Lil Sullivan, Joan Deebles, Margie Brownlow and Mrs Hewitt.
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The Baker, Morgan, Stone & Taylor families at Park Farm at Bodiam in Sussex
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Lil Sullivan, Joan Deebles, Mrs Hewitt, Margie Brownlow and Mary Brownlow on the trailer of the tractor
delivering hops to the machine shed at Cronk’s Farm, Nettlestead.
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This picture was taken at Whitbread’s Farm in c1969 when Mary Brownlow persuaded the farm to let her
organise a bingo night to entertain the pickers. However there was no seating in the shed that was provided,
so those taking part had to bring their own chair or stall.
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Having a rest in hop gardens at Whitbread’s Farm, Beltring, Kent in 1966. In the back row are Mary Brownlow, Sean Locke, Linda
Locke, Kate Milchard, Chris Locke and Margie Brownlow with Kevin Locke and Terry Locke to the front.
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Chris Locke, Sally Brownlow, Linda Brownlow, Kate Milchard, Margie Brownlow, Terry Locke
& Mary Brownlow at Whitbread’s Farm, Beltring, Kent in 1962.
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The Gray family from Kirks Place, Limehouse outside their hut
on Highwood’s Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent.
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On the left Kate & Chelsea Hunter at Cronk’s Farm Nettlestead in 1988 and on the right Kate Milchard with her daughters
Mary and Margie Brownlow celebrating Kate’s 81st Birthday at Cronk’s Farm, Nettlestead in 1985.

Page 38 of 48

Susan and Linda Locke from the Tarling East Estate at Whitbread’s Farm, Beltring in 1967
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This picture from 2006/7 shows the redevelopment of the area where the hop huts at
Cronk’s Farm, Nettlestead were turned into a mobile home park.
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Richard Pyburn from Kirks Place, Limehouse outside the back of the huts
at Highwood’s Farm (also known as Crow Plain Farm), Collier Street, Kent

Richard Pyburn, Charlie Outram, Margaret Howson, Drewie Day and Alec Cushway, all from Limehouse at the side of
the huts at Jack Thompsett’s Farm at Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in Kent.

Maggie Cushway and Rene Outram outside the huts
at Jack Thompsett’s Farm at Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in Kent in 1980.
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The toilets at the back of Jack Thompsett’s Farm, Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in 1980. They were a simple
corrugated iron shed with a hole in the seat into a pit in the ground. Look how green the grass is around the
toilets compared to the parched grass in the field. Is it any wonder given how fertilised this bit of land was! The
building in the background behind the oast house was the shed that housed the hop picking machine.
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Louis De Souza, Rose Cadden, Johnny Rowe, Rosie Bates, Alec McLaughlin and Johhny Cadden (also known as Johnny
McLaughlin) outside the huts at Paisley Farm, Staplehurst, Kent
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The abandoned tin huts at Jack Thompsett’s Farm, Fowl Hall, near Paddock Wood in 2010
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